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Day 1: Monday, June 25, 2012 

Today was the first day of the 2012 dig season at Tel Hazor. As is normally the case, the 

first day of an excavation is somewhat different from each day that will follow. First of all, the 

site must be prepared properly: all of the 

dust, leafy matter and “winter wash” that 

covered the previous season’s progress 

must be cleared away and deposited 

elsewhere. 

Thus, after carrying tools out of 

giant tool coffins toward a staging area, 

our job for the day was to sweep up 

leaves, dust, and other nonsense in order to make the site look presentable. We accomplished this 

using hand brooms, dust pans (which were actually the end pieces of flat metal shovels), and 

plastic buckets. Specifically, I swept and cleaned today in a few different locations at the south 

end of Area M, which is visible just below the orange fencing found in Figure 1. Tomorrow, a 

photography balloon will be raised above the site to take high quality pictures for the purpose of 

documenting the season’s significant finds and presenting clear information about the dig in 

academic journals, lectures, and other scholarly materials. 

Area M, which includes a gate connecting the Upper and Lower Cities, is a mishmash of 

both early (Canaanite, or Bronze Age) and late (apparently Israelite, and Iron Age) structures in 

different strata. Part of our struggle during the season will be to try to understand the puzzle that 

is laid out before us, and how the Area, which was initially opened in 1968 to check the position 

of the Solomonic casemate wall, might have looked in a given time period. 

 

Figure 1: Session I participants at Hazor meet their working 
location, known as Area M, for the first time. 
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Figure 2: Area M (shaded green) occupies a unique location at Hazor, situated between the upper and lower cities. 
During the Canaanite era, when both the upper and lower cities were populated (Middle to Late Bronze), any resident of 
the lower city seeking to visit the major temple of Hazor (shaded orange) or conduct business in the upper city would 
have passed through Area M. This schematic map, based off a similar sketch in Yigael Yadin’s Hazor: The Head of All 
Those Kingdoms (1972), also displays some major features of the upper city extant in 2012: the Solomonic casemate wall 
(shaded red), the Solomonic six-chambered gate (shaded brown), and the water system (shaded blue). The area shaded 
yellow represents the extent of Solomonic Hazor (10th century), which included only the western half of the upper city. 
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As it is at this point impossible to say that a particular artifact originated in a specific 

locus, the dig directors didn’t especially care for anything we found in today’s cleaning. Nearly 

every fragment of pottery, animal bones, rocks, etc. was therefore destined for dumping. Instead 

of letting this happen, I managed to scoop up and rescue some of the more interesting pieces for 

show-and-tell purposes back home. 

The work today was hard: I can already tell that I’ll be pretty sore (this seems to be the 

sentiment throughout the camp). Waking 

up at 4:00 am was surprisingly easy 

today, but I am sure the story will be 

different after a few days. The weather 

was bearable: from 5 a.m. until about 9 

or 10, it was no worse than a sweltering 

St. Louis summer day. After that, the 

heat reached a new level, and I have 

heard that the weather will soon heat up. 

All in all, though, it was a fulfilling first day, and the excitement at what we may find in 

the days and weeks to come is becoming palpable. Here’s to our digging! 

 

Day 2: Tuesday, June 26, 2012 

Day two was another strange day on the tel. Upon arrival, we were split among two 

groups, and my group was instructed to mend holes in the large shade-netting that we intend to 

suspend over the top of Area M. Though we did so, this was a difficult and often annoying 

process: using thin metal wire and pliers, we sewed holes shut to the best of our abilities. 

 

Figure 3: At the conclusion of the day, Area M has successfully 
been cleaned and prepared for tomorrow's aerial photography. 
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However, some holes were more like long rips, so it’s fair to say that we did some delicate 

suturing of last season’s surgery. 

At this point, the truck towing 

the aerial photography balloon pulled 

up, and we finally had something to 

take our minds off the shade-netting 

repair. The balloon, and its operation, 

was rather cool: the operator held a 

machine that looked rather like an 

Atari, with buttons, dials, levers and a 

screen through which he could control the flight of the balloon and the orientation of the camera. 

After the balloon show was over, we found other, more badly damaged pieces of shade 

netting that were to be used for Area A6 at the tel this year. So, our annoying job wasn’t quite 

over; it was just getting started! 

Finally, I was able to descend the 

ladder down into Area M, and the brief spell 

of digging began. Using picks and hoes, we 

deconstructed the top layer of a couple of 

walls, shoveling the dirt and rocks into 

buckets as we went. While doing so, one of 

my dig partners discovered a couple pieces 

of an alabaster jar, and not far from us, another person found what seemed to be the nipple-

shaped lid of the jar. Unfortunately, I did not snap pictures of these. 

 

Figure 4: The aerial photography balloon in action high above 
Area M at Hazor. 

 

Figure 5: Our team works tediously to repair the shade-
netting for Area M. 
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Shortly hereafter, at approximately 9:15 am, came the call for breakfast, and after 

breakfast, it was announced that Professor Amnon Ben-Tor, who has led and been part of the 

Hazor excavations for 30-plus years, would lead us on a tour of the tel. How often does one get 

such an experienced tour guide? 

The tour eventually finished, but we were prevented from doing any actual digging back 

in Area M because of a lengthy clean-up operation involving a tractor, pillars, some large rocks, 

and the balot, which are large bags into which we had been dumping our dirt and rocks. The 

tractor will not be at our disposal every day, so we had to use it to lift away our junk while it was 

present today. Thus, our last job of the day was to remove our tools from the dig location by the 

use of an assembly line-like “tool chain,” storing them in the coffins at ground level above Area 

M. Day two of fifteen, complete. 

 

Day 3: Wednesday, June 27, 2012 

Though it is now officially day three of the dig, it was, for all intents and purposes, day 

one of the actual digging. We are now beyond the winter wash and into the layers that we wish to 

save and study. Before this, the day began with the construction of our shade over Area M. The 

shade-netting, which we repaired from the previous season’s holes yesterday, had to be stretched 

over the area and tied off along the fence surrounding it. We then set some support poles in place 

to make the shade more taut. 

I was assigned for the day (and ultimately for the entire dig session) with a handful of 

people from South Africa to a section within Area M that Shlomit referred to as the “plaza.” This 

section has baffled the dig directors since last season, when a relatively early mud-brick hut was 

uncovered in a higher layer of an adjacent section. This is problematic because a general rule of 
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archaeology says that the deeper you dig, 

the deeper you go back into history. 

However, the opposite seems to be the case 

in this “plaza” section: it has showed signs 

of being later (more recent) than the 

surrounding areas are above it. The 

question is: how much later? The dig 

directors were adamant that any Iron Age 

materials found in this section would be 

very problematic, causing us to jokingly say, with our novice knowledge of prehistoric pottery, 

that every new find displayed Iron Age characteristics. 

Compared with the archaeological ideal, which is a square section of predefined 

parameters with two to three workers, our “plaza” section is large. This is not by intentional 

design, but rather by the discovery of the particular structure that comprises the section: very tall 

walls carefully constructed with large, heavy stones and smaller ones to fill its gaps, an angled 

(almost diagonal) eastern wall with a beautifully preserved irrigation gutter, and the enclosed 

“fill” area of heterogeneous material, all signs of which point to thoughtful planning, both at its 

construction and later filling. Perhaps at some stage in history, it served as a public facility of 

some importance. Today, however, this “plaza” accommodated nine workers. Because the 

section is so large, Ryan cordoned off a dividing partition, called a bulk, that will temporarily 

separate the “plaza” into two sections. I worked in the northern locus of the plaza. 

The general method of digging today involved picks, hoes, shovels and buckets. We 

began to take off a layer eight centimeters deep from our section, being sure to collect all the 

 

 
Figure 6: This is a photograph of the "plaza" on the northern 
side of Area M. At this point, the bulk separating the two 
sections of the "plaza" is only barely visible. 



	   7	  

pottery and bones in pre-defined buckets, so that they could later be studied and easily connected 

to the locus in which they were found. Eight centimeters may not sound like much, but collecting 

the artifacts and disposing of the common dirt 

mix from eight centimeters, when multiplied 

by the entire Area M in a time-consuming 

bucket chain, requires an entire day. 

Because this was the first “actual” day 

of digging, it was the first day of pottery 

washing. Thus, when we cleaned up the dig 

area, we relocated to a new place under some 

trees to wash and scrub everything we had found during the day, per the normal routine. 

 

Days 4/5: Thursday, June 28 and Friday, June 29, 2012 

One of the positives on Thursday was 

finding a rather large potsherd, pictured at right. 

Of course, we find hundreds (or even thousands, 

depending where we’re digging) of sherds in a 

given day, but some are recognizably more special 

at the outset given their size or the presence of 

some unique feature, like designs, or the sherd’s 

function from the actual piece of pottery. Especially interesting are pieces of the base, handle, or 

rim, by which it becomes easier to understand the function of the pottery, its classification, and, 

perhaps, its rough date of manufacture and use. 

 

Figure 7: Pictured are all of the pottery finds from Area 
M on day three. 

 

Figure 8: My locus' "find of the day" from day four. 
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The sherd pictured in Figure 8 was found lying face down (base up), such that the first 

clue I found was a circular shape and a small depression. I knew the sherd could not be too big 

(or completely intact) given that it was nestled next to a large rock, visible at the very top of 

Figure 8. In the end, I thought this could have been a bigger chunk of pottery, but this fragment 

of a small bowl still was probably my group’s most interesting find for the day. 

Fast-forwarding to Friday, I found another interesting piece of pottery. This, pictured 

below, is the neckpiece (not a scientific term) of a chalice, which is a stylized cup that is often 

used ceremonially or ritually, but can also serve 

everyday functions. One would normally hold the 

chalice by this neckpiece. I found it quite by 

accident—I didn’t see it immediately while I was 

digging with my pick, but when I was shoveling a 

mound of loose dirt into a bucket. Unfortunately, 

we found no similar pieces that could allow us to 

reconstruct the chalice further. It was likely demolished, but this beefy piece survived the 4,000 

years or so since the Middle Bronze Age. 

 

Day 6: Monday, July 2, 2012 

 After a weekend of sightseeing 

around Galilee, we returned to the business 

at hand early Monday morning.  

 Figure 10 at right demonstrates the 

orderly method we followed during the 

 

Figure 9: The neckpiece of a Middle Bronze 
(Canaanite) chalice. 

 

 
Figure 10: The northern section of the "plaza" as 
photographed from the north. 
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digging process. Not only were we careful to dig to an even depth of approximately seven to 

eight centimeters in each layer, but we also worked to intentionally mimic each others’ pace, 

with two of us picking and two of us shoveling. This is demonstrated by the relatively straight 

line near the center of Figure 10 signifying the extent to which we have completed the removal 

of the current layer. 

 By the end of Monday, we removed 

three full layers (and started a fourth) from our 

section, accounting for a depth of 22 

centimeters below the top of the bulk. We’ve 

made steady progress, and though we have yet 

found nothing of significant academic value, 

we are pleased with the teamwork and 

camaraderie we’ve exhibited through six days of the dig (and four days of actual digging).  

 
Editorial Note: Prior to Wednesday evening (July 4), I was unaware that I would need to keep a 
field journal for the purpose of course credit with the Rothberg International School. The 
preceding entries are reconstructed, in a slightly altered form, from the personal blog entries I 
kept for the purpose of developing a lecture at Anderson University in the fall of 2012. Entries 
are missing from Tuesday, July 3 and Wednesday, July 4, as I stayed back at the kibbutz due to 
illness on the former date and wrote no notes (and took no pictures) on the latter date. 

 

Day 9: Thursday, July 5, 2012 

As a general word about my section’s progress, we have dug our huge area down 47 

centimeters from the bulk, or about to about knee-length depth, and we haven’t really found 

much of significance: simply a lot of pottery and a lot of bones, but even more pottery. What we 

have found continues to tell the same story: our section is comprised of both Middle and Late 

Bronze Age sherds, and it seems to have been a “fill” completed in the Late Bronze Age.  

 

 
Figure 11: The plaza at the end of digging, day six. 
Compared to Figure 6 (page 6), our progress is evident in 
the methodical descent from the top of the bulk.  
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Quite notably, the section adjacent to ours has a thorough, well preserved mud-brick wall 

that may, in some way, connect to our section. 

The thought is that our section, since it is 

substantially lower than the mud-brick section, 

could contain part of a floor relating to the 

mud-brick structure. That theory could 

eventually prove true, because the diggers in 

the mud-brick section have come upon the top 

of a few pithoi (singluar: pithos), or large 

storage jars, that seem to be intact, at the same level, and therefore possibly sitting on a floor 

somewhere below. I didn’t snap a picture of the jars, but I did get a picture of Harel working at 

the mud-brick wall (Figure 12). 

In my specific section, the day was unremarkable, in large part because we had so many 

bucket chains, not to mention a special “rock chain” for the removal of a stone wall that stretched 

the entire east-west plane of Area M. This was deconstructed from the south end of the Area and 

chained up and out into a pile for removal at a later point in time. 

The last hour of the day was spent in another tour of the previous excavations of the area. 

While last week we received a tour from Amnon Ben-Tor of the eighth, ninth and tenth century 

(BCE) features of Hazor, this tour, led by Sharon Zuckerman of the Hebrew University, 

examined the Canaanite features of the Middle and Late Bronze Ages. This included a tour of the 

major ritual temple on site as well as other significant elements of Area A, such as the 

mysterious standing stones. 

 

 

Figure 12: Israeli student Harel pauses for a photo near the 
adjacent mud-brick structure. 
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Day 10: Friday, July 6, 2012 

 Today was a breakthrough day not only for our participation in the dig, but for the two-

plus seasons of hard work put in by countless persons toiling in our plaza location. Relatively 

early in the morning, the team of five (all from South Africa) digging in the south side of the 

plaza struck gold by uncovering evidence 

of a stone floor abutting their massive 

wall, which is a big deal given that teams 

have been digging in this area for two-

plus seasons with little to celebrate, other 

than finding a heterogeneous mix of 

potsherds, bones, and other nonsense 

from different eras. The rounded stones 

of this pavement floor butt up against 

larger rectangular stones, which act as baseboards. Finally, it seems, we are reaching the bottom 

of the fill, and stumbling upon the clues that will help us understand what purpose our structure 

once served in the Middle Bronze Age. By the end of the day, they revealed about as much of the 

floor as I’ve photographed in Figure 13. There is a pretty good chance that this stone floor will, 

eventually spill over into our section of the plaza, as our line of division (a bulk wall) has been 

artificially created and can be removed at any time. 

Not ten minutes after their team first uncovered evidence of their floor, we in the north 

side of the plaza hit a sequence of large rocks on the north end of our section! The stones appear 

to follow a line that spans our section from east to west, as shown in Figure 14. This line of 

stones, approximately two feet thick, may tell us more about how our locus relates to its  

 

 
Figure 13: After years of seeing only the impressive walls of this 
plaza, the pavement floor finally reveals itself to us at the plaza's 
south wall. 
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neighbors to the west. 

It’s still too early to say what exactly these rocks mean, or what function they served. 

They seem rather low for a wall, given that it is at roughly the same level at which the south 

plaza team found their new stone floor. We can 

safely say, though, that it is not a floor, because 

the rocks here are bigger, more jagged, squared 

and awkward than pavement floor stones 

(generally smooth, rounded and small) would be. 

There is a chance that these stones could form a 

wall extending all the way to the west of Area M, 

be very large in stature, and help to explain why the mud-brick wall adjacent to our plaza section 

never collapsed and is so well preserved. But for now, it is refreshing to find something that is 

exciting not only to us, but also to the dig directors! Today truly was a day of Easter eggs at 

Hazor, and it was nice to find something that adds potential to the season. We just hope we’ll 

still be around when the entire thing comes to 

fruition! 

One last thing: speaking of the adjacent 

mud-brick wall, I hinted at the large pithoi jars 

that were found yesterday, but didn’t have a 

photograph attached. Here, in Figure 15, are the 

rims of those pithoi jars, which may sit up to a 

meter or so below the current surface. 

 

 

 
Figure 14: Our new line of rocks, though difficult to 
see, runs parallel to the blue brush in this photo. 

 

Figure 15: The mouths of these pithoi jars are now 
visible, though they are filled at present with sandbags. 
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Day 11: Monday, July 9, 2012 

Bucket chains are a necessary evil at archaeological excavations—a time that almost 

everyone working in the area must stop 

digging in their assigned sections and help 

to transport the refuse away to a predefined 

location. They consume at least one hour 

of any given day (perhaps even two), and 

on some occasions, these chains can see 

more than 350 buckets passing through the 

line. For whatever reason, today seemed 

like a day of unending bucket chains, perhaps as a function of the monotony of our work and the 

lack of significant findings.  

I took this photo (Figure 16) from the northern end of my section while waiting for the 

bucket chain to begin in earnest from our buckets below. Buckets are being chained up the area 

(from left to right in this photo) toward the balot, where someone is throwing them, and another 

is catching and stacking the buckets. Though some digs are able to dispose of dirt by simply 

dumping it over a hillside, the logistics of our Area require that we either chain our dirt up a 

ladder or use a tractor to lift the balot that we’ve filled in an inconspicuous location. 

We finished the day having descended yet another layer, and are now 63 centimeters 

below the top of the bulk that separates our section from the south side of the plaza. During 

pottery washing, we found an artifact that was overlooked during our digging: a bowl fragment 

with a significant incision that looks either like a baby tree or a leaf. It will be interesting to see if 

this piques the interest of the dig directors during our next pottery reading session. 

 
 
 
Figure 16: A bucket chain in progress at Area M. 
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Day 12: Tuesday, July 10, 2012 

The line of stones that we revealed last Friday morning, which may or may not be a wall, 

continues to be exposed step by step. We are still unsure at this point whether the rocks that are 

visible are situated on loose dirt, and therefore are floating, or on additional stones, which would 

constitute a wall. We expect to find out shortly. In the meantime, we progressed down another 

layer, and are now at a depth of 70 centimeters below the bulk. Another major question that 

remains, which is especially pertinent given the impressive progress of our dig partners to the 

south, is whether we will eventually find the floor of our section. If our sections are truly 

connected, we should soon strike pavement on the same plaza-wide scale as our partners to the 

south.  

At this point, since I have assisted in the production of maps, I can include a drawing of 

these different sections that I have been referencing over and over. 

 

 

 

 
Figure 17: My drawing of our section (shaded in yellow) and its immediate neighbors, as drawn Friday 
afternoon, July 13, in the dig office at the kibbutz. 

N 
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Figure 17 shows that my section, shaded in yellow, now includes two active loci given 

the existence of the wall that was unveiled last Friday (identified here as W12-306). This yellow 

section constitutes the north side of the plaza, while the light blue section is the south side of the 

plaza, where the pavement floor was first discovered. Our sections are separated by the bulk 

wall, which I’ve shaded in purple. Excavation of the pithoi, which is being conducted to the west 

of the plaza, is beginning to become interesting, as their necks are now visible above the 

surrounding mud-brick material. The size and scale of the pithoi is beginning to come into view.  

On Tuesday evening, I learned that I would spend the next day back at the kibbutz in the 

dig office, as is required when taking the dig for course credit. 

 

Day 13: Wednesday, July 11, 2012 

 Given that I am taking the dig for course credit through the Hebrew University, I am 

required to stay back at the kibbutz for one day of office work. So, today I slept in for a few 

hours (until 6:00 a.m.!) and helped Reut in the dig office. Most of the morning was spent writing 

locus information and numbers on tiny potsherds, so that later on the professional archaeologists 

at the Hebrew University can identify where each significant sherd was found within either Area 

M or Area A6. The sherds were also further identified by their basket number (i.e., what day they 

were collected back to the kibbutz), and were given numbers to differentiate each sherd. 

Some of these sherds were obviously not cleaned well enough, and our superfine markers 

had trouble powering through the remaining dirt to identify each sherd correctly. Another point 

of trouble was that many of the sherds are painstakingly small, and fitting three lines of 

identifying information on them was difficult at times. However, we finished the trays of pottery 

in roughly 2.5 hours. 
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Our second task of the day was to wash potsherds, apparently from the previous 

weekend, that other groups forgot to wash in their rush to sightsee around Israel. We split four 

different loci between us and scrubbed the pottery, thereafter leaving it out in the sun to dry. 

We then moved to the office, where we separated "special finds" (among them, pieces of 

alabaster jars, bronze pieces, basalt tools, and the like) according to their area and type. When 

finished, we organized the bags of bone by locus number. These sorting tasks, combined with the 

organization of potsherds that we had written on earlier in the day, was all in preparation for 

"closing out" some loci that have been completed for the season, and whose finds—from pottery 

to bones and special items like flint and other variants—can now all be sent to Jerusalem for 

eventual use by archaeologists at the Hebrew University. Before we knew it, the day was over, as 

the dig crews returned from the tel. All told, we accomplished much during the day. 

Upon my dig comrades’ return, they reported to me that they had finally uncovered a 

small portion of the pavement (continuing from the section just to the south) in one corner of our 

section. This is exciting news, as it seems as though we might be able to find and expose the 

extent of it in the remaining two days of digging for this session. I am now hopeful that my 

participation in the dig will come to a fitting and satisfying conclusion. 

 

Day 14: Thursday, July 12, 2012 

It was an exciting beginning to the 

day today, as I was itching to see my 

comrades’ progress within our locus, and 

specifically, the pavement we struck. 

Though it did not look like much in the  
 
Figure 18: Only a small portion of the pavement floor had 
been revealed as of Wednesday afternoon. 
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morning—a square approximately 2 feet by 2 feet had been uncovered in the southwest corner of 

our locus, as Figure 18 shows—the promise was evident. In all likelihood, our entire locus could 

have the same flooring, if we are able to reach it in time.  

As we began to dig in the morning, we were noticeably tepid with our picks, so as to not 

disturb the pavement that lies somewhere below our remaining layer(s) of dirt. Shortly after 

beginning, however, we were able to determine that digging a "usual" layer of about 7 

centimeters would not fully uncover the pavement. At the south end of our locus, we descended 

further than usual at first, in order to determine if we could take off the final layer in one fell 

swoop. But, we decided to follow the usual procedure, and allow the pavement layer to wait until 

tomorrow, if we are able to reach it. 

At this point, my attention was 

turned to the mysterious line of rocks in the 

northern end of our locus. Following 

Wednesday's progress, we started to feel as 

though there may not, in fact, be more to 

the stones than was visible. Using a small 

hand pick, I descended another few inches 

on the south side of the rocks, and even dug a small incision underneath them. Our conclusion 

from this trial was that the wall, though it is interesting, is floating, and does not continue any 

deeper. Ryan and Shlomit initially asked us to prepare the wall for photographing and removal, 

but Shlomit then changed her mind, and we returned to working around the wall as we continued 

digging at the uppermost layer. 

The remainder of the day was spent digging, picking and sweeping with my comrades in  

 

Figure 19: It is now evident to us that the wall, pictured in the 
foreground, is floating. We continued to dig around this wall 
in our usual meticulous descent. 
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our section. In between the several lengthy bucket chains of the day, we successfully descended 

another full layer 7 centimeters in depth (to a point 85 centimeters below the bulk), setting the 

stage for the last day of the dig session, when with any luck we will reveal the extent of the 

pavement in our section. 

 

Day 15: Friday, July 13, 2012 

In the case of Elanij, At, Fanie, Coenie (who joined us for Friday in Timberlani's 

absence) and myself, knowing it would be our final day of digging stirred both excitement and 

inspiration to work quickly and effectively. Even though we knew we were just centimeters from 

striking pavement below us, the essential dig technique did not change much: we were to 

delicately and methodically remove the next layer of dirt to expose whatever lies underneath. 

But, since we already had an idea about what we would find, we were especially careful with our 

picks, scrapers and shovels. 

What we found was not far from our expectations: the pavement continues from the south 

end of our locus northward, meaning that our section relates to the megalithic walls, pavement 

floor and everything else in the locus to the south. Unfortunately, though we could plainly see 

the evidence of the pavement in our locus, Shlomit asked us not to uncover it with picks and fine 

brushes. Though this was a disappointment, we understood the reasoning: the bulk that separates 

our locus from that to the south no longer serves a purposes, and, in fact, is a hindrance to 

understanding the structure’s utility. It will be carefully removed beginning Monday, and its 

removal and cleaning at some point next week could irreparably disturb a well-brushed and 

exposed pavement surface. 

Our minor disappointment soon would subside. As we were working to merely find the  
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uppermost hints of the pavement in the north end of our locus, just to the south of the floating 

wall, we struck some different stones. These were much larger, very obviously flat, and 

smooth—as if they had frequently been walked upon. Stones of this variety spanned the locus in 

a straight line from east to west, and our 

premonition was that these formed 

perhaps the top step of a stairway leading 

to the north, toward the portions of Area 

M previously excavated in the 1990s. 

With this, we struck another “Friday 

Find” that served as a proper conclusion 

to our three weeks of digging a fill. 

However, we would soon make another find. Michael John, another South African who 

had just been moved to the small locus of our section to the north of the floating wall (identified 

as L12-331 in Figure 17, page 14), came upon more stones qualitatively similar to those that 

formed our “top step.” Michael John’s stones, and those we uncovered are not on the same plane: 

ours seem to be higher, suggesting that the “stairway” premonition may have some sound 

footing. Some steps remain before reaching a formal conclusion, however: next week, the 

floating wall must be photographed and removed to see what lies below, and further digging to 

the north of our area could discover what exactly, if anything, this potential stairway leads to. 

All that remained after this find was minor brushing and cleaning of our area and one 

final bucket chain. It is bittersweet that my participation in the dig is coming to a close now. As a 

team, we dug our area down 92 centimeters below the bulk, encompassing, quite literally, a few 

tons of dirt. It is pretty obvious that the area had been a fill, but we were lucky enough to find the 

 

Figure 20: Here I am posing next to what may be the top step of 
a stairway, with my trowel pointed at one of these smoothed-
over stones. 
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first signs of what was filled. Given the location of Area M (between the upper and lower cities 

of Hazor) and the character of this 

structure—huge walls with carefully 

placed heavy stones, as well as the 

delicate pavement floor—it is likely 

that we have been digging in some 

public, administrative structure from 

the Middle Bronze Age. Additionally, 

given the presence of Late Bronze 

pottery, this structure may have been 

painstakingly filled with dirt and rubbish when its utility ceased, perhaps some time after the 

destruction of Canaanite Hazor, in preparation for its habitation as a small proto-Israelite town. 

However, more digging will certainly be necessary to allow Sharon, Amnon, Shlomit and the 

other archaeologists to make any firm conclusions about this plaza and its relationship to those 

sections that neighbor it, let alone its ultimate historical significance. At this point, I can be 

proud of the fact that our team was lucky enough to strike one of the few floors of the session, 

and not simply more walls. Hopefully, the next team to occupy our section will taste as much 

success as we did, thereby allowing some sense to be made out of this structure’s past glory. 

 

Addendum: Monday, July 23, 2012 

My fellowship from Anderson University’s Gustav Jeeninga Museum of Bible and Near 

Eastern Studies permitted me to travel around Israel for approximately 12 days following the 

completion of Session I at Hazor, quite literally, from Dan to Beersheba. During these travels, I 

 

 
Figure 21: The plaza at the end of Session I, with the pavement 
floor almost fully revealed in the south end. 
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decided to return to Hazor in order to view 

the progress of Session II first-hand. The 

photos in Figures 22 and 23 were taken on 

Day 21 of the dig, and reveal that both the 

bulk wall and the floating wall of the plaza 

were quickly removed, demonstrating the 

ultimate convergence of the two sections of 

the plaza. Additionally, much as we assumed it existed by the end of Session I, the pavement 

floor is now fully revealed on the north side of the plaza. One question that remains unanswered 

about this plaza, however, is whether a stairway exists descending toward the north side of Area 

M. Perhaps further conclusions can be drawn on this topic toward the end of Session II. 

 Finally, in the six days of 

digging that passed since I left the 

excavation at Hazor, seven additional 

pithoi were found in the mud-brick 

section, bringing the total up to 13. 

These discoveries warranted 

coverage of the dig season at Hazor 

in the Israeli media, as evidence was 

unearthed of scorched grains (perhaps 

from the intense fire that destroyed Canaanite Hazor) in the pithoi. This discovery raises even 

more substantial questions about the plaza in which I dug, and leads the ponderous to wonder 

what these pavement stones might reveal if they could speak of their rocky history. 

 

Figure 22: The plaza section is viewed here from the south. 

 

Figure 23: At the conclusion of Day 21, a number of questions have 
been answered about the nature of this plaza at Hazor's Area M, 
though many questions also remain. 


